
Early Learning Goals



What is the EYFS Profile?

The EYFS profile is sometimes known as the early years profile or EYFSP. 

It summarises a child’s attainment at the end of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (EYFS), which is when they finish their reception 

year. In September, the child will then move into key stage 1 as they 

enter their year 1 class. 



What are the Early Learning Goals?

The EYFS profile summarises a child’s attainment against the early learning 

goals. There are seventeen early learning goals (ELGs) across all the Areas of 

Learning. The early learning goals are the goals or targets that children are 

working to achieve by the end of Reception. The goals cover a range of skills 

that children will have been learning and practising throughout the Early 

Years Foundation Stage. The early learning goals are grouped together into 

seven Areas of Learning. There are seventeen early learning goals in total.



Early Learning Goals

Communication and 
Language: 

•Listening, Attention and 
Understanding

•Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development:

•Self-Regulation

•Managing Self

•Building Relationships

Physical Development:

•Gross Motor Skills

•Fine Motor Skills

Literacy:

•Comprehension

•Word Reading

•Writing

Mathematics:

•Number

•Numerical Patterns

Understanding the World:

•Past and Present

•People, Culture and Communities

•The Natural World

Expressive Arts and Design:

•Creating with Materials

•Being Imaginative and ExpressiveEYFS statutory framework for 

group and school-based 

providers

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf


How is the Profile Completed? 

Towards the end of the summer term, Reception teachers will use their knowledge of what each child knows, understands 

and can do in order to decide the outcomes presented in the profile. They will also take into account the views of other 

people, including other members of staff and other agencies, such as speech and language therapists. For each of the 

seventeen early learning goals, children will be awarded an outcome. This will be either:

  ‘Emerging’ - meaning that the child is not yet reaching the expected level

  ‘Expected’ - meaning the child has reached the expected level

These outcomes will be shared with the child’s parents/carers and their year 1 teacher.

Remember, there is no need to worry if your child is given an emerging level for one or more of the goals. Children develop 

at different rates and the main purpose of the profile is to provide support for each child at the correct level as they 

continue through the school.

It is important to remember that the ELGs are not a test. Staff will use what they already know about a child to make their 

decisions.





- Using finger spaces

- Recording the sounds they can hear 

independently.

- Letters are correctly formed (for most 

letters)

- Can be read by others

- Includes some digraphs

- Includes some harder to read and spell 

words















How Will the Profile Outcomes Be 
Used?

The main purpose of the EYFS profile is to help create a smooth transition into 

year 1. The profile results will be shared and discussed with the child’s year 1 

teacher to enable them to plan activities to meet the needs of all children in 

the class and to develop an understanding of each child’s needs. 

When you receive your child's end of year report, this will include a table 

indicating whether your child if expected or emerging for all areas of 

learning.
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