
 EYFS English Progression Document  

Prime Area Prime Area 

Communication and Language Literacy 

Listening, Attention & Understanding Speaking Comprehension Word Reading Writing 

Listen 

attentively 

and 

respond to 

what they 

hear with 

relevant 

questions, 

comments 

and 

actions 

when 

being 

read to 

and 

during 

whole 

class 

discussions 

and small 

group 

interaction

s; 

Make 

comments 

about what 

they have 

heard and 

ask questions 

to clarify 

their 

understandin

g; 

Hold 

conversati

on when 

engaged 

in back-

and-forth 

exchanges 

with their 

teacher 

and peers. 

 

 

 

Participat

e in small 

group, 

class and 

one-to-

one 

discussions

, offering 

their own 

ideas, 

using 

recently 

introduce

d 

vocabular

y; 

 

 

Offer 

explanatio

ns for why 

things 

might 

happen, 

making 

use of 

recently 

introduced 

vocabular

y from 

stories, 

non-fiction, 

rhymes 

and 

poems 

when 

appropriat

e; 

 

 

 

 

Express 

their ideas 

and 

feelings 

about their 

experience

s using full 

sentences, 

including 

use of past, 

present 

and future 

tenses and 

making use 

of 

conjunctio

ns, with 

modelling 

and 

support 

from their 

teacher. 

Demonstrat

e 

understandi

ng of what 

has been 

read to 

them by 

retelling 

stories and 

narratives 

using their 

own words 

and recently 

introduced 

vocabulary; 

Anticipate 

– where 

appropriat

e – key 

events in 

stories; 

Use and 

understan

d recently 

introduce

d 

vocabula

ry during 

discussion

s about 

stories, 

non-

fiction, 

rhymes 

and 

poems 

and 

during 

role-play. 

Say a 

sound 

for 

each 

letter in 

the 

alphab

et and 

at least 

10 

digraph

s;  

Read 

words 

consistent 

with their 

phonic 

knowledg

e by 

sound-

blending; 

Read 

aloud 

simple 

sentences 

and 

books 

that are 

consistent 

with their 

phonic 

knowledg

e, 

including 

some 

common 

exception 

words. 

Write 

recognisab

le letters, 

most of 

which are 

correctly 

formed; 

Spell words 

by 

identifying 

sounds in 

them and 

representin

g the 

sounds 

with a 

letter or 

letters; 

Write 

simple 

phrases 

and 

sentenc

es that 

can be 

read by 

others. 
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