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Our Reading Philosophy 

 

Here at Fairview, we aim to engender a passion and love for reading within 

children, who become both independent and reflective readers and who 

can read fluently and for meaning. Throughout the Reading curriculum, 

children will be exposed to wide ranging and diverse texts that will develop 

their knowledge of themselves and the world around them, enable them to 

establish an appreciation of reading and the richness of vocabulary, to gain 

extensive knowledge across the curriculum and develop their comprehension 

skills. We are committed to providing children opportunities to be exposed to 

high-quality texts that are language-rich, which will support children in 

understanding what they have read and to express themselves as mature, 

sophisticated learners.   

 

Parents are vital partners in the process of encouraging and developing 

children’s reading skills. Children will use a variety of reading skills, which will 

provide children with the ability to access the full curriculum and in turn 

enabling them to know more and remember more. When new knowledge 

and existing knowledge connect in pupils’ minds, it gives rise to a much 

better understanding of what they have been taught. 

 

We believe that children learn 

from models: parents, teachers, 

other adults and their peers. We 

have high expectations of all the 

children’s reading achievements 

and support their progress 

through a carefully planned 

English curriculum and through 

many other cross-curricular 

activities. 

  



The Reading Curriculum 
 

The reading curriculum is split into 2 dimensions: 

Word Reading 

Children are taught to: 

 Through phonics, students are taught to decode words by sounds – 

showing them how to make connections between the letters of written 

texts (graphemes, or letter symbols) and the sounds of spoken language. 

 Read common exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes (e.g. un - 

unhappy, dis - dissimilar, mis - misinterpret, and suffixes (e.g. -ing = 

crying, -ness = happiness, -ful = beautiful), both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 

 

Comprehension 

Children are taught to: 

 Understand what they read, in books they can read independently and 

by texts that are read to them. 

 Discuss their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in 

context. 

 Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text. 

 Draw upon inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts, 

and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence.  

 Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied.  

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and 

summarising these. 

 Identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to 

meaning.  

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction, fiction and poetry. 

  



Reading at Fairview 

Reading Lessons 

Teachers read stories, non-fiction texts and poems within reading lessons, using 

high quality pieces of literature. Reading lessons incorporate regular reading 

of texts both as a whole class, as a small group in EYFS and as an induvial. 

Teachers emphasise the use of strategies when reading new texts and focus 

on teaching comprehension using the curriculum domains. Within lessons, 

teachers may use images, paintings and short video clips to support children’s 

understanding of inference. The children may be asked to discuss what the 

image is ‘showing’ the reader, what they can infer about characters within a 

film clip or make predictions based on what they have seen. 

 

Reading Domains 

The reading domains set out relevant elements from the national curriculum 

programme of study for Key Stage 1 & 2. These shape the structure of our 

lessons.  

KS1 Domains: key stage one incorporates the curriculum domains using 

‘domain dogs’ to make help our younger students access the skills required 

for the end of Key Stage 1 students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS1 Example Questions 

Within a sequence of reading lessons, students will be taught how to answer a 

variety of questions that link to the domain dogs. Below are some examples:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS2 Domains: key stage two also follows the curriculum domains, which set out 

the relevant elements from the national curriculum programme of study (2014) 

for English – these are assessed in the English reading test at the end of Year 6.  

 

KS2 Example Questions 

Within a sequence of lessons, students will be taught the skills needed to 

answer a variety of questions, which relate to each of the above domains. 

Domain 2a: 

 

 

 

 

 

Domain 2d: 

 

 



Reading Within Writing 

At Fairview, we base our writing outcomes 

around a text for each writing sequence. 

This exposes children to variety of genres, 

vocabulary and themes, which in turn 

enables them to produce amazing pieces 

of writing and encourages them to read 

outside of their comfort zone. 

 

Class Reading Corners  

We have put a huge emphasis on our class 

reading areas from Year 2 upwards. Making 

sure they are inviting, exciting and overall 

celebrate reading.  

 

Library Time 

Each class has one timetable library session per week, which enables children 

to choose a book to read in school and at home. It also provides children with 

the opportunity to recommend books to their peers and share their enjoyment 

and love of reading, as well as have some quiet reading time to enjoy their 

books. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities  

Year 6 children run a lunch time library club for Year 1 

& 2 students, where they share a love of books with the 

younger children. Each term, two after-school book 

clubs are held for KS1 & KS2 children, which enables 

children to share a passion and enjoyment for all things 

relating to books.   



Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What if I don’t have enough time? 

 It’s ok if you don’t read a whole book or a chapter at once.  

 If you don’t have 30 minutes, try just 10! 

 Be intentional about making reading aloud a regular part of your life. 

 Try audiobooks (even in the car) – you are still sharing a story together. 

My child can read on their own, do I still need to read to them? 

 Reading alone and reading aloud are not mutually exclusive. We can 

and should do both! 

 Children can listen to stories with more complex vocabulary than what 

they can read on their own. 

 Sharing books together builds strong bonds.  

 Reading aloud stimulates conversations that you might not otherwise 

have.  

What books do I choose? 

 Start with topics that interest your child (space, humour, dinosaurs, 

sport).  

 The self-selection, self-interest factor is important – let kids read what 

interests them. 

 See the recommended reading lists on our school’s reading page.  

 Ask a librarian or your child’s teacher for recommendations.  

What if my child won’t sit still? 

 Studies show that for many children, actively engaging in something 

with their hands helps them listen better.  

 For some children, information can go deeper into their brains when 

they physically move around (get children to act out part of the book; 

it’ll bring it to life). 

When do I read? 

 The most popular time is bedtime since it’s a great way to relax at the 

end of the day.  



 Use waiting times to pull out a book – at the doctor’s office, before 

practice starts, whilst on a drive, etc. 

 The most important thing is to create a routine that works for your 

family.  

What if my child doesn’t like reading? 

 Our attitude about reading and the atmosphere we create in our 

home matter.  

 It’s essential that we communicate with our words, actions and 

attitudes that reading is worthwhile for its own sake.  

 Show interest in what interests your child.  

 Children benefit simply from the presence of books.  

 Create a literacy-rich environment and expose them to role models 

who read often. 

 Seeing reading as a reward rather than something that they ‘have to 

do’ often helps with reluctant readers.  

 Centre some fun activities around reading: 

o Create and play a game based on your favourite book (children 

could go on a scavenger hunt looking for items that relate to the 

story) 

o Make some fun treats based on a book (you could bake monster 

cookies that relate to Where the Wild Things Are or make rainbow 

biscuits shaped like a fish to represent The Rainbow Fish) 

o Make a craft from a book (making a Very Hungry Caterpillar out 

of pom poms or book characters from wooden spoons) 

 

Questions to Support Reading at Home 

 

On our school’s Reading webpage, there are two links (KS1 

Questions to Support Reading & KS2 Questions to Support Reading). 

These links will take you to bookmarks (examples below) which can 

be printed. They have questions for you to use at home when 

listening to your child read and relate to the reading domains for 

each key stage.  



KS1 Bookmark       KS2 Bookmark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


